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The Sick Rose is a visual tour through the golden age of medical illustration. The nineteenth century

experienced an explosion of epidemics such as cholera and diphtheria, driven by industrialization,

urbanization and poor hygiene. In this pre-color-photography era, accurate images were relied upon

to teach students and aid diagnosis. The best examples, featured here, are remarkable pieces of art

that attempted to elucidate the mysteries of the body, and the successive onset of each affliction.

Bizarre and captivating images, including close-up details and revealing cross-sections, make all

too clear the fascinations of both doctors and artists of the time. Barnett illuminates the fears and

obsessions of a society gripped by disease, yet slowly coming to understand and combat it. The

age also saw the acceptance of vaccination and the germ theory, and notable diagrams that

transformed public health, such as John Snowâ€™s cholera map and Florence Nightingaleâ€™s

pioneering histograms, are included and explained. Organized by disease, The Sick Rose ranges

from little-known ailments now all but forgotten to the epidemics that shaped the modern age. It is a

fascinating Wunderkammer of a book that will enthrall artists, students, designers, scientists and the

incurably curious everywhere.
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This gorgeously designed little 7" x 10" book, 'little' being relative to typically oversized art

monographs, is one of the most paradoxically appealing and revolting releases of the year. I have

long admired D.A.P.'s commitment to utilizing the highest-quality materials and binding in every

book they publish, and The Sick Rose is no exception. The writing is informative and impeccably

researched, delving into the gruesome history of anatomical research in a professional manner that



walks the tightrope between sensationalistic indulgence of morbid fascination on the one side, and

overly clinical jargon designed to emotionally distance the reader on the other. The earliest years of

what would become modern medicine were remarkable in the lengths these 'Resurrectionists' went

to in obtaining corpses for study. For a time, condemned criminals were routinely sentenced to

death and public dissection, their bodies donated to the Medical Institutes. This practice was ended

in the early 19th Century, but parliament allowed that any person found dead without identification

and/or someone willing to claim their body would be fair game for anatomical research. This

amounted to depriving the poorest classes of any guarantee that they would be given a decent

burial, and many were outraged that poverty alone meant they might be dissected publicly like

criminals. 'Burial Insurance' became a popular method of avoiding the indignities that might have

been inflicted on their bodies. As test subjects became scarce, members of the nascent medical

community were complicit in murder, paying money to the 'Ghouls' that stalked the harbors for

departing ships, where they would kill drunken sailors not likely to be missed and deliver them to the

Anatomists.
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